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“Champagne and Cupcakes” was the theme as
we toasted Vivian’s 100th birthday last month!
She received cards, gifts, candy and lots of
flowers. KSNT, WIBW and the Topeka CapitalJournal were in attendance and of course, she
received her birthday card from President
Trump.
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RESIDENT OF THE MONTH
Joe Polk was born in Memphis, Tennessee on May 9, 1937
to John and Pretty Polk. Joe had a twin sister named
Vanaya, three brothers and two sisters. Joe was the
youngest child in the family and the only one still alive.
Joe's brother Jack and his wife had 20 children. Although
Joe has no children of his own, all counted, he has over
60 nieces and nephews.
When Joe was only 16 years old, he moved to St Louis
and made his living as a gambler shooting craps. In 1952,
Joe moved to Topeka where he spent the rest of his life.
He married his wife, Pat Wiseman, when he was in his
30s. They were married six years before divorcing. Joe
has 10 stepchildren from that marriage.

JOE POLK

JOE'S FAVORITES
Dessert: Apple Pie

Flower: All Flowers
Color: White
Animal:Dog
Music: All Kinds

In 1955 Joe went to work in construction and helped
build the VA hospital here in Topeka. Joe was a hard
worker and had lots of construction friends throughout
his life. They would all get together and go drinking after
work, and on Friday nights you could usually find them
hanging out at the strip clubs. Joe’s best friend in life was
Bill Merrillat. Bill’s family “adopted” Joe and he still
remains very close to all five of Bill’s children to this day.
Joe enjoyed gambling and would occasionally travel to St
Louis and Chicago to gamble. He quit gambling in 1975…
well, except for his lottery tickets of course!!
Joe has always been a sharp dresser. He said he learned
when he was young that it “Impressed the girls because
they like a man who dresses well." Joe loved his cars and
has had a lot of them over the years, but one of his
favorite cars was a green Road Runner he loved to drive
because it was really fast. Joe kept his cars spotless and
taught all the children in his life the importance of a
clean car!
Today you can find Joe watching TV, lending a helping
hand in the dining room after meals, checking his lottery
tickets or just relaxing and drinking his favorite beer.
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ASSISTED LIVING WEEK 2020
We had lots of participation, lots of fun and lots of laughs during our
Assisted Living week. The theme this year was “Caring is Essential, but
Life’s a Carnival.”
Monday we started off the week while wearing our favorite color.
Tuesday was crazy sock day and everyone dug out their wackiest pair of socks!
Wednesday everyone enjoyed eating banana splits in afternoon while wearing their “crazy”
blue, purple and pink hair-dos.
Thursday, everyone turned out for the carnival! Most of the residents found mismatched
clothes to wear for “crazy Clothes Day.” Carnival food, games, prizes, balloons, snow cones,
cotton candy….
Friday was dress-up day for our annual Oak Creek Awards Ceremony
.
SEG Media was here to take professional quality pictures of each resident.

The raffle drawing winners were:

Some comments from the residents:

Douglas Keeling- Lighted Mirror

“Everything was good, I had a lot of fun,

Phil Emperley- Pillows

the games were great.” Linda Bahret

Geneva Jones- Sapphire Necklace &
Bracelet

“I liked drawing for prizes.” Lester Israel

Joe Polk - Men’s Watch
Linda Bahret- Women’s Watch

“The carnival, games and prizes were my

Vivian Glessner- Perfume

favorite.” Mary Langley

Tresa Freeman- Wall Clock
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Welcome to our Oak
October Birthdays

Taylor Butcher- Oct. 1
Geneva Jones- Oct. 5
Lyra- Oct. 25

Creek Family
New Employees

Although she’s not new to our Oak
Creek family, we are excited to
announce Kim Payne is now our
full-time housekeeper.
Welcome Kim!!

October Events
Lots of exciting events going on in

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTHS

October, so mark your calendars!

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER

Blessing of the Animals- Oct. 2

Madison Palmer-CMA

Mary Girard’s Memorial- Oct. 6
Columbus Day- Oct. 12
Resident Council- Oct. 13
Library- Oct. 16
Lyra Birthday Party- Oct. 23
Halloween Party- Oct. 30

Madison’s Favorites:

Flower: Peony and Roses
Color: Yellow
Food: Mexican
Madison loves to hang out with
friends and family watching
movies.
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Madison has been with Oak Creek since
March 2020. Taking care of people and
being a nurse is a calling for Madison.
She has been a CNA since 2015, but has
wanted to be a nurse since she was a little
girl. She has a quiet, gentle way about
her which the residents find very
calming, and she likes making each
person feel special.
Madison was born in Topeka on July 1st,
1998. She shares a home with her
boyfriend Kolton, his son, Jaxson and a
pit bull named Rocco.

AUG. 2020
FOR MORE PHOTOS AND VIDEO FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
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